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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and system for biasing a cartridge in a drug
delivery device. An element for biasing a cartridge in a
cartridge housing of a drug delivery device is provided. This
non-plastic element does not comprise a coil spring. A self
retained element for providing a spring bias to a cartridge in
a cartridge holder of a drug delivery device comprises a first
member having a shape that allows passage of a spindle of
the drug delivery device. A portion of the first member is self
retained by an internal surface of the drug delivery device.
The self retained element biases the cartridge against an
inner surface of the cartridge holder. This cartridge could be
a removable cartridge.
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1
BIASING MECHANISM FOR A DRUG
DELIVERY DEVICE

BACKGROUND
Field of the Present Patent Application

The present patent application is generally directed to
drug delivery devices. More particularly, the present patent
application is generally directed to drug delivery devices,
such as pen type drug delivery devices. Such devices pro-
vide for self administration of medicinal product from a
multi-dose cartridge and permit a user to set the delivery
dose. The present application may find application in both
resettable (i.e., reusable) and non-settable (i.e., non-reus-
able) type drug delivery devices.

However, aspects of the invention may be equally appli-
cable in other scenarios as well.

Background

Pen type drug delivery devices have application where
regular injection by persons without formal medical training
occurs. This is increasingly common among patients having
diabetes where self-treatment enables such patients to con-
duct effective management of their disease.

In certain types of medication delivery devices, such as
pen type devices, cartridges of medication are used. These
cartridges are housed in a cartridge holder or cartridge
housing. Such cartridges include a bung or stopper at one
end. At the other end of the cartridge, the cartridge com-
prises a pierceable seal. To dispense a dose of medication
from such a cartridge, the medication delivery device has a
dose setting mechanism that uses a spindle to move in a
distal direction towards the cartridge and to press a distal end
of'the spindle against the bung. This expels a certain set dose
of medication from the cartridge. It is therefore important
that the distal end of the spindle does not press on the bung
except during normal dose dispense, otherwise some loss of
drug may be experienced and the subsequent dose would be
below the set value.

One perceived disadvantage of certain known medication
delivery devices is that because of the various tolerance
differences that may occur during manufacturing (e.g., tol-
erance differences that may arise during component mold-
ing) of the various parts making up the drug delivery device,
the combination of these various tolerance differences result
in that the cartridge may or may not be held rigidly within
the cartridge holder. In other words, the cartridge (and hence
cartridge bung) may move away relative to the distal end of
the spindle. Therefore, there may be times where the car-
tridge is not held rigidly within the cartridge holder and can
therefore move away from an inner front surface of the
cartridge holder.

In addition, a needle assembly must frequently be
attached to and removed from the cartridge holder. This
allows a double ended needle of the needle assembly to
pierce the seal of the cartridge. Frequently attaching and
re-attaching needle assemblies may cause the cartridge to
move within the cartridge holder.

One advantage of certain typical pen type drug delivery
devices is that they are relatively compact. This allows a user
to carry around the pen. However, if a user of such pen type
delivery devices were to drop or mishandle the device, again
movement of the cartridge away from the most distal portion
of the cartridge holder could result.
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There is, therefore, a general need to take these various
perceived issues into consideration when designing either
resettable or non-resettable pen type drug delivery devices.
Such drug delivery devices would help to prevent unwanted
movement of a cartridge contained within a cartridge holder.
Specifically, such drug delivery devices would help prevent
the cartridge from moving axially relative to the cartridge
holder during use of the pen type delivery device: when a
needle assembly is attached or removed, or when a user
carries around (or drops the drug delivery device) during
normal use. Preventing such unwanted movement of the
cartridge within the cartridge holder would tend to help
insure dispensing accuracy by the device by preventing the
spindle distal end from pressing on the bung of the cartridge.

SUMMARY

According to an exemplary arrangement, a non-plastic
element for biasing a cartridge in a cartridge housing of a
drug delivery device is provided. This non-plastic element
does not comprise a coil spring. According to another
exemplary arrangement, a self retained element for provid-
ing a spring bias to a cartridge in a cartridge holder of a drug
delivery device comprises a first member having a shape that
allows passage of a spindle of the drug delivery device. A
portion of the first member is self retained by an internal
surface of the drug delivery device. The self retained ele-
ment biases the cartridge against an inner surface of the
cartridge holder. In one arrangement, this cartridge is a
removable cartridge.

According to another arrangement, a method of biasing a
cartridge in a drug delivery device cartridge holder is
provided. The method comprises the steps of defining an
inner end face and a first inner surface of a cartridge holder
housing and positioning a cartridge along the first inner
surface of the cartridge holder. The method also includes the
steps of positioning a self retained biasing element in a dose
setting mechanism and connecting the dose setting mecha-
nism to the cartridge holder housing.

These as well as other advantages of various aspects of the
present invention will become apparent to those of ordinary
skill in the art by reading the following detailed description,
with appropriate reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an arrangement of the drug delivery
device in accordance with the one aspect of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates the drug delivery device of FIG. 1 with
a cap removed and showing a cartridge holder containing a
biased cartridge;

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a biasing element
that may be used to bias the cartridge contained in the
cartridge holder of the drug delivery device illustrated in
FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 illustrates one arrangement for mounting the
biasing element illustrated in FIG. 3 in a drug delivery
device, such as the drug delivery device illustrated in FIGS.
1-2;

FIG. 5 illustrates a flat profile of the biasing element
illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 illustrates a folded profile of the biasing element
illustrated in FIG. 5;
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FIG. 7 illustrates one perspective view of a folded profile
of the biasing element illustrated in FIG. 3 in a no load state
or an uncompressed state; and

FIG. 8 illustrates one perspective view of a folded profile
of the biasing element illustrated in FIG. 3 in a loaded or a
compressed state.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a drug delivery device
1 in accordance with a first arrangement of the present
invention. The drug delivery device 1 comprises a housing
having a first cartridge retaining part 2, and dose setting
mechanism 4. The drug delivery device may be a non-
resettable drug delivery device (i.e., a reusable device) or
alternatively a resettable drug delivery device (i.e., a non-
reusable device). A first end of the cartridge retaining means
2 and a second end of the dose setting mechanism 4 are
secured together by connecting features. For non-resettable
devices, these connecting features would be permanent and
for resettable devices, these connecting features would be
releasable.

In this illustrated arrangement, the cartridge retaining
means 2 is secured within the second end of the dose setting
mechanism 4. A removable cap 3 is releasably retained over
a second end or distal end of a cartridge retaining part or
cartridge housing. The dose setting mechanism 4 comprises
a dose dial grip 12 and a window or lens 14. A dose scale
arrangement 16 is viewable through the window or lens 14.
To set a dose of medication contained within the drug
delivery device 1, a user rotates the dose dial grip 12 such
that a dialed dose will become viewable in the window or
lens 14 by way of the dose scale arrangement 16.

FIG. 2 illustrates the medical delivery device 1 of FIG. 1
with the cover 3 removed from a distal end 20 of the medical
delivery device 1. This exposes the cartridge housing 6. As
illustrated, a cartridge 22 from which a number of doses of
a medicinal product may be dispensed, is provided in the
cartridge housing 6. Preferably, the cartridge 22 contains a
type of medicament that must be administered relatively
often, such as once or more times a day. One such medica-
ment is either long acting or short acting insulin or an insulin
analog. The cartridge 22 comprises a bung or stopper (not
illustrated in FIG. 2) that is retained near a second end or a
proximal end 32 of the cartridge 22.

The cartridge housing 6 has a distal end 24 and a proximal
end 26. Preferably, the cartridge distal end 24 of the car-
tridge housing 6 comprises a groove 8 for attaching a
removable needle assembly however other needle assembly
connection mechanisms could also be used. If the drug
delivery device 1 comprises a resettable device, the cartridge
proximal end 26 is removably connected to the dose setting
mechanism 4. In one preferred embodiment, cartridge hous-
ing proximal end 26 is removably connected to the dose
setting mechanism 4 via a bayonet connection. However, as
those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize, other types
of removable connection methods such as threads, partial
threads, ramps and detents, snap locks, snap fits, and luer
locks may also be used.

The cartridge housing 6 further comprises an inner end
face 28 near the first end or distal end 24 of the cartridge
housing 6. Preferably, in order to maintain dose accuracy,
the cartridge 22 is pressed up against or abuts this inner end
face 28. In order to achieve this abutment, as will be
discussed in greater detail below, the drug delivery device 1
comprises a biasing mechanism or biasing means (e.g., a
non-coiled spring element) that biases the cartridge 22
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against this inner end face 28. In one preferred arrangement,
this biasing means comprises a self retained spring like
member that is releasably connected to an inner or outer
housing of the dose setting mechanism 4. By self retained,
it is meant that no other component part is required to retain
the biasing mechanism to the drug delivery device.

As previously mentioned, the dose setting mechanism 4
of the drug delivery device illustrated in FIG. 2 may be
utilized as a reusable drug delivery device. (i.e.,, a drug
delivery device that can be reset) Where the drug delivery
device 1 comprises a reusable drug delivery device, the
cartridge 22 is removable from the cartridge housing 6. The
cartridge 22 may be removed from the device 1 without
destroying the device 1 by merely having the user discon-
nect the dose setting mechanism 4 from the cartridge hous-
ing 6.

In use, once the removable cap 3 is removed, a user can
attach a suitable needle assembly to the groove 8 provided
at the distal end 24 of the cartridge housing 6. Such needle
assembly may be screwed onto a distal end 24 of the housing
6 or alternatively may be snapped onto this distal end 24.
After user, the replaceable cap 3 may be used to re-cover the
cartridge housing 6. Preferably, the outer dimensions of the
replaceable cap 3 are similar or identical to the outer
dimensions of the dose setting mechanism 4 so as to provide
an impression of a unitary whole when the replaceable cap
3 is in position covering the cartridge housing 6 when the
device is not in use.

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a biasing member
40 that may be used to bias the cartridge 22 contained in the
cartridge housing 6 of the drug delivery device 1 illustrated
in FIGS. 1 and 2. In one preferred arrangement, the biasing
member 40 is assembled between the cartridge 22 and the
dose setting mechanism 4 of a drug delivery device 1. In this
position, the biasing member 40 biases the cartridge 22 in an
axial direction so that the distal end 21 of the cartridge 22
remains up against the inner end face 28 of the cartridge
housing 6.

Using the biasing member 40 between the dose setting
mechanism 4 and the cartridge holder 6 results in certain
perceived advantages. First, the biasing member 40 will tend
to prevent the cartridge 22 from moving axially relative to
the cartridge housing 6 when a needle assembly is connected
to or disconnected from the distal end 24 of the cartridge
housing 6. Second, the biasing member 40 will also help
prevent the cartridge 22 from moving axially relative to the
cartridge housing 6 when a user handles the device or
inadvertently drops the drug delivery device 1. Third,
because of the flexible nature of the biasing mechanism, the
biasing mechanism 40 will tend to hold the cartridge 22
adjacent the inner end face 28 of the cartridge housing 6
even where a range of manufacturing tolerances between the
various component parts is experienced. This will help to
ensure dose setting and dose administration accuracy of the
drug delivery device 1.

Returning to FIG. 3, preferably, the biasing member 40
comprises a first connection side loop 42 and a second
connection side loop 44. These connection side loops 42 and
44 are disposed at opposite ends of the biasing member 40.
These side loops 42, 44 are flexible and allow the biasing
member 40 to be assembled into a distal end of a dose setting
mechanism, such as mechanism 4 and be self retained. The
biasing member 40 further comprises an upper wave spring
46 and a lower wave spring 48. Both wave springs 46, 48
have inner diameters and outer diameters that are essentially
equal. The upper wave spring 46 and the lower wave spring
48 illustrated in FIG. 3 are shown in an uncompressed or
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unbiased state. In this state, the upper wave spring 46 is
flexing in a proximal direction and the lower wave spring 48
is flexing in a distall direction relative to the connection side
loops. Unlike certain conventional coil springs, when the
biasing mechanism 40 is in a biased state or is in a
compressed state, the biasing mechanism has a relatively
small height, in the order of only approximately 1.2+/-0.7
mm. The biasing member 40 has also been designed so that
it is self retained in the dose setting mechanism 4 using two
small side apertures into which side loops 42, 44 lock when
assembled into the dose setting mechanism 4.

FIG. 4 illustrates one arrangement for assembling the
biasing member 40 in the drug delivery device 1 illustrated
in FIGS. 1-2. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the cartridge housing
6 is shown partially connected to the dose setting mecha-
nism 4 and the biasing mechanism is in an uncompressed
state. If the cartridge housing 6 were fully connected to the
dose setting mechanism 4, the cartridge 22 would act on the
upper wave spring 46 so as to result in both the upper and
lower wave springs 46, 48 being in a compressed or biased
state. (see, e.g., FIG. 8). However, for ease of explanation,
FIG. 4 merely illustrates the cartridge housing 6 and the dose
setting mechanism in a partially connected position.

When the biasing mechanism 40 is assembled within the
dose setting mechanism 4, the first connecting side loop 42
flexes inwards towards an internal cavity 5 of the dose
setting mechanism 4. The flexing nature of the first side loop
42 allows the loop 42 to engage a first aperture 49 in a side
wall 50 of a housing of the dose setting mechanism 4.
Similarly, the second connecting side loop 44 also flexes
inwards towards the internal cavity 5 of the dose setting
mechanism internal cavity 5. This second connecting side
loop 44 engages a second aperture 51 in a second side wall
52 of a housing of the dose setting mechanism 4. In this
uncompressed or unbiased state of biasing mechanism 40, a
difference in height between the upper wave spring 46 and
the lower wave spring 48 has been designated in FIG. 4 by
HI1.

The biasing mechanism 40 can be retained in the housing
whose internal diameter is just slightly larger than the outer
diameter of the cartridge 22. More preferably, the biasing
mechanism 40 can be assembled over a spindle whose
maximum outer diameter is slightly less than an inner
diameter of the cartridge 22. For example, in FIG. 4, the
dose setting mechanism 4 comprises a spindle 60 for acting
on a proximal surface 30 of bung 23 of a cartridge 22 so that
medicine can be expelled from the cartridge 22. The spindle
60 may comprise a spindle bearing 62 near a distal end of the
spindle. The spindle bearing 62 comprises a spindle bearing
surface 63 for acting on the proximal surface 30 of the bung
23. The biasing mechanism 40 has an inner diameter that is
slightly larger than an outer diameter of the spindle bearing
62 or spindle 60 so that an assembled biasing mechanism 40
does not impede movement of this spindle 60 or the spindle
bearing 62 during use of the drug delivery device. (i.e.,
during dose administration or during drug delivery device
reset). FIG. 5 illustrates a flat profile 66 of the biasing
mechanism 40 illustrated in FIG. 3. As illustrated in FIG. 5,
the biasing member 40 comprises a self-contained part or a
single unitary part. This self contained member comprises a
first member and a second member that are flexibly coupled
to one another. The first member comprises a portion 46
having an inner diameter designated in FIG. 5 by D46. The
second member comprises a portion 48 having an inner
diameter designated in FIG. 5 by D48. The flexible nature of
the first and second members allow these members to be
manipulated or bent or folded over one another to form the
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biasing mechanism 40 illustrated in FIG. 3. In one preferred
arrangement, the first and second portions 46, 48 comprise
circular members however those of skill in the art will
recognize other shapes may be utilized as well.

Preferably, once the biasing mechanism 40 is in a folded
state, the first member 46 engages the second member 48 to
form a first connection side loop 42. In addition, the inner
diameter D46 is generally equal to the inner diameter D48
of the second member. This may be seen from FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 illustrates a folded profile 72 of the biasing means
40 illustrated in FIG. 3. As can be seen from this folded
profile 72, when the first member 46 and second member 48
are folded over one another, the biasing means will now
have an inner diameter and an outer diameter. Preferably, the
inner diameter of the biasing mechanism 40 will be sized to
be larger in size or roughly the same size as the inside
diameter of the cartridge 22. In addition, the outside diam-
eter 56 identified as Dout of the biasing mechanism 40 will
be sized to be smaller or roughly the same size as the outside
diameter of the cartridge 22.

FIG. 7 illustrates a partial side view 74 of the folded
profile 72 of the biasing mechanism 40 illustrated in FIG. 3.
In this partial side view 74, the biasing mechanism 40 is
illustrated in a no load state. That is, where the biasing
mechanism 40 is not biasing a cartridge similar to that
illustrated in FIG. 4. In this unbiased state, the upper wave
spring of the biasing mechanism will have a first dimension
associated with an uncompressed state and the lower wave
spring will have a first dimension associated with this
uncompressed state. The difference in height between these
two dimensions is represented by the height H1.

FIG. 8 illustrates a folded profile of the biasing means 40
illustrated in FIG. 3 in a compressed state: where the biasing
mechanism 40 is biasing a cartridge. In this bent state, the
upper wave spring of the biasing mechanism will have a
second or different dimension than in the uncompressed
state. (Cf., FIG. 7). Similarly, the lower wave spring will
have a second or different dimension than in the uncom-
pressed state. (Cf., FIG. 7). The difference in height between
the upper wave spring and the lower wave spring in this
compressed state is represented by the height H2.

In one preferred arrangement, the difference in height
between the uncompressed state H1 and the compressed
state H2 of the biasing mechanism 40 will be greater than
approximately 0.5 millimeters, and preferably less than
approximately 4 millimeters. One advantage of this arrange-
ment is that this low height H2 allows for having a shorter
(and less obtrusive) drug delivery device, an advantage for
certain users that must carry their pen type drug delivery
devices with them throughout the day.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention have
been described. Those skilled in the art will understand,
however, that changes and modifications may be made to
these embodiments without departing from the true scope
and spirit of the present invention, which is defined by the
claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A biasing element configured for biasing a cartridge in
a cartridge housing of a drug delivery device, said cartridge
housing configured to be secured to a dose setting mecha-
nism, wherein said cartridge comprises a bung at a first end
of'said cartridge and a pierceable seal at a second end of said
cartridge; wherein the biasing element comprises a first
connection side loop and a second connection side loop
flexibly coupled to said first connection side loop, wherein
said first and second connection side loops are disposed at
opposite ends of said biasing element and are flexible in a
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direction radial to a longitudinal axis of said cartridge
housing such that at least one portion of said biasing element
is configured to be self retained by an internal surface of said
drug delivery device, and wherein said biasing element
resides in a compressed state when biasing said cartridge in
said cartridge housing.

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said biasing element
comprises:

a first member; and

a second member folded over said first member,

said first member having a shape to allow passage of a

spindle of said drug delivery device during dose admin-
istration of said drug delivery device.

3. The invention of claim 2 wherein a portion of said first
member is self retained by an internal surface of said drug
delivery device.

4. The invention of claim 2 wherein a portion of said first
member is self retained by an internal surface of a dose
setting mechanism of said drug delivery device.

5. The invention of claim 1 wherein when said biasing
element is compressed, said biasing element compresses to
a height of approximately 0.5 millimeters.

6. The invention of claim 1 wherein said cartridge housing
comprises a distal end, said distal end used for connecting a
needle assembly.

7. The invention of claim 6 wherein when the needle
assembly is connected or removed from said distal end, said
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biasing element prevents said cartridge from moving in a
proximal direction in said cartridge housing.

8. The invention of claim 1 wherein said biasing element
biases said cartridge against an interior cartridge holder
surface.

9. The invention of claim 1 wherein said biasing element
comprises:

a first dimension associated with an uncompressed state
when said biasing element is not biasing said cartridge;
and

a second dimension associated with a compressed state
when said biasing element is biasing said cartridge,

such that a difference between said first dimension and
said second dimension is less than approximately 4
millimeters.

10. The invention of claim 1 wherein said biasing element

comprises

an upper wave spring, and

a lower wave spring flexibly coupled to said upper wave
spring.

11. The invention of claim 1 wherein said biasing element

comprises a non-plastic element.

12. The invention of claim 1, wherein said first connection
side loop and said second connection side loop engaging an
internal surface of said drug delivery device for self-reten-
tion within said drug delivery device.
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